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*LHBC = Leonard Helman Bridge Center, 3827 Thomas Road, Santa Fe NM  

 

The Newsletter 
ACBL Unit 383 of Santa Fe 

 
Volume 1: Number 3 December 2016 

NO GAME on December 24th 

STaC Week, December 5th-11th, 2016 

Annual Unit 383 Holiday Party at LHBC* on December 11th, 2016 

Special December Events WELCOME  
New members of ACBL and Unit 383 in 

November are: 

 Dennis Clements 

Recent transfers into Unit 383 are: 

 Pamela Engle 

Please welcome them to Unit 383 at your first 

opportunity. 

 

  
Junior Master:   

 Magarita Auld  

 Judith Carr  

 Rebecca Lewis  

 Kathi Mallow 
Sectional Master:   

 Gene Covington 
Life Master:   

 Donna Jacobi 

 

Monday thru 
Sunday 
December 5-11 

STaC Week; Remember that there is 
no handicapping of STaC games. 
 

Sunday, 
December 11 
12 Noon 

Annual Unit 383 Holiday Party at 
Leonard Helman Bridge Center 
followed by Open and 299er 
Games 

Tuesday, 
December 20 

Supervised Play CANCELLED 

Save the Date in January                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
16-22 January 
2017 

Albuquerque NM, Regional, Open 
Tournament Flyer 

Selected Upcoming District 17 

Sectionals, Regionals and NABC 
5-8 January 2017 Tucson AZ, Sectional,  Open 

13-15 January Golden CO, Sectional, Open 

26-29 January Yuma AZ, Sectional, Open 

27-29 January Loveland CO, Sectional, Open 

 
Addition to November Newsletter: 
 
Gene Covington and David Clough placed first in 
their Section and second overall in the Friday 
Afternoon 199ers during the Albuquerque Fall 
Section, October 28-30.  Well done!  

Thank you to all the contributors to this month’s newsletter: Sally Sabo, Jim Joy, JoAnne Skinner, Stanze Joy, 

Dennis Dawson, Laurel Awishus, Kathy Adelsheim, Joe Bruno, Art McHaffie, & Carolyn Anderson.   

ACBL Unit 383 Membership Facts: 

 254 Members as of 30 November 2016 

 81 Life Masters (32% of total membership) 

 157 members with fewer than 200 Masterpoints 

(62% of total membership) 

http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2017/01/1701027.pdf
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Intermediate/Newcomers* (I/N) Page 
Update from Laurel Awishus, the I/N Coordinator: 
        
How do the Bridge Classes happen? 
 

Unit 383 has an active Education Committee. It is co-chaired by Dennis Dawson and Kathy Adelsheim. The 
members are: Carolyn Anderson, Laurel Awishus, Suzi Borgo, Bennett Hirsch, James Ewert, Cheryl 
Fossum-Graham, Su Gibbs, Ken Johnson, Joan Kendrick, Joy McHaffie, Kathy Pesch, Deborah Triolo and 
Donna Wortham. This is the team that revised the introductory courses into Bridge I, II, & III. They also run 
Supervised Play.  
 
Supervised Play on Thursday morning 9:30—11:30 is headed by Deborah Triolo. Supervised Play on 
Tuesdays 5-7 PM is a rotating group of facilitators: Kathy Adelsheim, Laurel Awishus, Suzi Borgo, Cheryl 
Fossum-Graham, Bennett Hirsch, Su Gibbs, Rich Leonardon, Don Locrasto, Tim Mitchell, Craig Meyer, 
Mathilda Rubin, Sally Sabo and Marilyn Whitehurst. 
 
Here’s what you didn't know till now: they are all unpaid volunteers. The fee collected for Supervised Play 
(minus rent to LHBC) is being pooled in a special fund designated for educational activities. So, next time 
you see anyone of the people named above let them know you appreciate their generous efforts to make the 
fascinating game of Bridge more accessible for all of us. 
 
In the soon to be published Spring Edition of SFCC Continuing Ed Bulletin 2017 are the courses to be 
offered at the Leonard Helman Bridge Center this Spring. 
 
Modern Bridge I 

This course is both for people who have never played bridge and would like to learn and for those 
who have not played for many years and would like to start from the beginning to learn modern 
bridge. Su Gibbs retired from the Santa Fe Public Schools as a National Board Certified Teacher in 
2011, and has been teaching young students and adults in basic computer science for the last 
several years. She is excited about sharing her love of bridge with new players. 

Monday and Thursday 4/3 - 4/27, 5:30 - 7:30 pm 8 sessions 
Course fee $119.  

Modern Bridge II 
This class is for you if you have completed Modern Bridge I or if you played bridge in the past and 
want to review the fundamentals and bring your game up to date. We cover a different topic each 
week. Come by yourself or with a partner and learn in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere. Kathy 
Adelsheim has a Master’s in Education and has been teaching adults for many years. In addition to 
teaching bridge for SFCC, she teaches a Film Discussion course for Renesan. 

Monday, 5 to 7 pm, 8 sessions, Jan. 2-March 27 No class March 13 (Spring Break) 
Course Fee $119. 

Let your friends and family know about these classes at SFCC. 

 
*Intermediate/Newcomers (I/N) players is generally defined by ACBL as players with less than 500 masterpoints and 

includes a spectrum of playing skills from novice to intermediate/advanced.  
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I/N Tip of the Month from Kathy Adelsheim 
Things you may have heard around the bridge table and what they mean.  
 
High Five and Four on the Floor  

Both of these expressions are to help us remember what order to use to describe our hand in 
the bidding. High Five: with 2 five card suits bid the higher ranking one first. Four on the floor is 

the corollary. With 2 four card suits bid the lower ranking one first. 
  
Second hand low, third hand high.  

This is to help us decide what card to play on each trick. It is really a fallback if we do not have 
a reason to do something else. When you are the second person playing to a trick, the guideline 

is to play a low card. When you are the third person to play to a trick, play as high as possible 
since your partner has already played. Obviously, temper this with common sense, don’t 

overtake your partner’s card unless you have a reason to. Don’t trump your partner’s good trick 
unless you intend to.  
 

It’s always best to keep thinking and have a reason for what you play! 

 

Hand of the Month 
Deducing Declarer’s Distribution 

by Dennis Dawson 

 Apologies for the overly alliterative title, but such a great hand deserves a catchy title! This is one of my 
favorite teaching hands and comes directly from Eddie Kantar, the best player-writer-teacher of our time. 
 You are East and you pick up 

  AQ94 

  ♥832 

  ♦76 

  A952 
 You hear the bidding go: 
  West North East (you) South 

      1♥ 

  Pass 1♠ Pass  2♦ 

  Pass 3♦ Pass  3NT 

  Pass Pass Pass 
 
 Your partner leads the ♣3 and this is the dummy you see: 

North 

   108732 

   ♥KJ 

   ♦AQ103 

   87 
    East (you) 

    AQ94 

    ♥832 

    ♦76 

    A952 
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 Dummy has just about what you expected – 10-11 points and four diamonds. When you’re on defense get 
yourself in the habit of visualizing declarer’s distribution. What do you know about his hand? 

 He opened 1♥ so he has at least five hearts. He rebid 2♦ so he has at least four diamonds. Then he rebid 

3NT, so he has more than a minimum opening bid with 2-2 or 3-1 in the black suits. He doesn’t have three 
spades or his third bid would have been 3♠. Also he must have clubs stopped, as that is the unbid suit. 
 But you know even more than that. From partner’s lead of the ♣3, partner must have exactly four clubs, 
as he would lead his fourth best club and you can see the ♣2. This leaves declarer with three clubs. If he has 

five hearts, four diamonds, and three clubs, how many spades does he have?  
 Higher mathematics reveals the answer: only one! 
 So the winning defense is to play the ♠A, in case declarer’s singleton spade is the king, and then continue 
with a low spade to partner’s jack. Now a third spade through dummy’s ♠108 lets you score both the ♠Q and ♠9 

for down you. Declarer will take ten tricks if you woodenly returned a club. 
 If you’re looking for good general advice, think! Partner will appreciate that more than always returning his 
suit. 
 The entire hand: 

North 

   108732 
   ♥KJ 
   ♦AQ103 

   87 
  West  East 

  J65  AQ94 
  ♥764  ♥832 
  ♦542  ♦76 

  Q1043  A952 
   South 

   K 
   ♥AQ1095 
   ♦KJ98 

   KJ6 
 
 Yes, 4♥ would have been a better contract, but it’s always hard to reach a 5-2 fit in a major when 3NT 
beckons. 
 

 

Special Request 

 

Joy McHaffie and Stanze Joy would like to start a group of bridge friends to cook a dinner once a month for 
Casa Familia, a shelter for women and children. Would anyone like to join us? We need 8-10 people so we 
can rotate cooks in case one of us is out of town in any particular month.  The work would involve cooking one 
of the following in your home once a month and delivering the dish to Casa Familia on Berry Street: a main 
dish, a side, a salad or a dessert. This would be a dish for 15-30 people. If you are interested please contact 
either Joy at 505 986 6474 or Stanze at 505 699 6162. If we get enough interest we will have a meeting to 
explain details and decide upon which day of the month to deliver our meal. 

 

tel:(505)%20986-6474
tel:(505)%20699-6162
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Club News 
Monday Games (Art McHaffie): 

 December 5: STaC game  ($9.00) 

 December 26: ACBL Charity Club 
Championship ($8.00) 

Carolyn’s Game (Monday & 
Saturday) 

 December 10: STaC game ($9.00) 
 December 24: NO GAME 

 December 31: Regular Game 
 

 

  

Joe’s Wednesday Game:  
Extra Masterpoint Games in December 

 December 7th: STaC Game ($9.00) 
 December 14th: Charity Game 

 

Thank You from Susan Tarver, Director of Beinvenidos Outreach 
     For the third year in a row, Directors have conducted a charity game during the month of November with the 
proceeds going to buy turkeys and hams for Thanksgiving baskets that Beinvenidos Outreach distribute. This year we 
donated over $200 to help provide food for those in need in Santa Fe.  Thank you to the participating Directors: 
Carolyn Anderson, James Ewert, Joe Bruno and Art McHaffie. And Thank You to JoAnne Skinner for facilitating this 
donation. 

 

 

BIG GAME (≥ 75%) on 

Wednesday, November 16th by Neil 

Hunter and Jim Joy.   

Congratulations ! 

 

Remembering Margarete 

We remember Margarete Lopez as a good competitor and a good friend.   She 

fought a long and valiant battle with cancer but lost that battle on November 10, 

2016.  Margarete was an avid collector of southwestern art, antiques and jewelry, 

but her overriding interest was bridge. Margarete worked hard to help the bridge 

club become a reality. She was a bronze life master and had many friends at the 

club.  Margarete leaves behind her devoted husband Ray Lopez and two sons, Kirk 

and Ryan Wickard. A memorial service is planned for December 3, 2016 at 1 p.m. 

at the Rivera Family Funeral Home in Santa Fe, 417 East Rodeo Road.   

 

Remembering Donna  

Donna Watson was a special gal and ALWAYS had a smile to share with everyone!!  No 

bridge hand EVER got her down. She died on Friday, November 25th after a short illness. 

She will be missed by all the Saturday afternoon players, who helped Donna with 

identifying cards when her macular degeneration might have interfered with play.  What a 

card memory she had! Earlier in October she spent time in Hawaii and came back with a 

great tan.  Donna will return to Oklahoma for burial by her sons. 
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From Jim Joy, President, ACBL Unit 383 

  
Please plan to come to our December 11 holiday party.  The potluck lunch will start at noon.  This will be 
followed by the Unit 383 annual meeting where we will elect new Board members (no absentee ballots or 
proxies will be allowed).  Right after the voting, we will play bridge! 
A couple of weeks ago I asked Richard Leonardon, Neal Harris and Cheryl Fossum Graham to serve on a 
nominating committee to fill the vacant positions on the Unit 383 Board.   There are four positions to fill and 
I believe that the nominating committee’s hard work has resulted in a good slate:  Dennis Dawson, Sandy 
Lemon, Kathy Adelsheim and Richard Martin. 
Dennis Dawson currently co-chairs the education committee.  Over the last several years he has taught 
numerous classes for our bridge community. For many years Dennis was the owner of a successful bridge 
club and he has arranged numerous teaching sessions through his Dawson Bridge Vacations.   Dennis is a 
bridge pro and is the leading masterpoint holder for our unit with over 15,000 points. 
Sandy Lemon is a relatively new player in our club but she has already competed in sectional, regional and 
national competitions and is well on her way to becoming a life master.  She has served for several years 
as a volunteer at our spring sectional and, last year, was the chairman of the NLM sectional (and did an 
outstanding job with it).  In 2014 and 2015 Sandy co-chaired the Bridge Club fundraiser “Swing&Swiss” golf 
and bridge team event.   
Kathy Adelsheim is another new bridge player who started our Newcomer program and was chosen 
Goodwill Ambassador for District 17 in 2015 for the work she did. She has served as Board secretary, co-
chair of the NLM Sectional, co-chair of the Education Committee, coordinator of our Supervised Play 
program and teaches bridge.  When not off RVing, she teaches film classes at RENESAN and volunteers at 
Kitchen Angels and the Lensic. 
Richard Martin is also new to competitive bridge.  He has fewer than one hundred masterpoints but those 
who have played with him (or against him) know that he has an avid interest in the game and a strong 
desire to improve his skills.  Richard is also passionate about growing and developing bonsai trees, and will 
study with a bonsai professional in Portland next year in the hopes of reducing the number of trees he kills.  
He is a (retired) Fellow of the Los Alamos National Laboratory, where his career in the Theoretical Division 
applied quantum mechanics to predict the properties and chemical behavior of materials. 
 
We have a new life master plaque at the club. Check it out! 

 

 

From Sally Sabo, President, Santa Fe (Leonard Helman) Bridge Center   
                  

Supervised play sessions are proving to be a popular means of getting good practice and good 
instruction.  Experienced players are on hand to answer questions and help with the play of the hand. 
Players always come away feeling the have learned something and that they had a good time doing 
it.  We'd like to see more people take advantage of it. 
 
We hope to see a good turnout for the Holiday Party Sunday, December 11.  Don't forget, it's STaC 
week.  There will be two sections: 299 and open.  Members are asked to bring a salad, vegetable or 
dessert to share.  Sign up on the white board at the Center. The Unit will supply the ham 
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ACBL Unit 383 Regularly Scheduled Games 
TYPE DAY TIME DIRECTOR Email 
Open Pairs:     

Santa Fe 
Tennis and 
Swim Club 

Tuesday 1:00 pm Bob Walsh walshb@cybermesa.com 

 Wednesday 7:00 pm Ken Harris ken@santafewebdesign.com 

Open Pairs, Handicapped:    

 Monday 1:00 pm Art McHaffie, 
Richard Leonardon 

ermchaffie@msn.com 
richard38@q.com 

 Wednesday 1:00 pm Joe Bruno joebruno63@yahoo.com 

 Thursday 1:00 pm Various  

 Friday  1:00 pm James Ewert ewert.james@gmail.com 

Limited Games    

0-20 MP’s Monday 9:30 am Carolyn Anderson 
James Ewert 

jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 

NLM less than 
300 MP’s 

Tuesday 12:30 pm James Ewert ewert.james@gmail.com 

NLM less than 
500 MP’s 

Saturday 12:30 pm Carolyn Anderson jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 

Invitational 

Club at Las 
Campanas 
 

Monday 1:30 pm Bob Walsh walshb@cybermesa.com 

Supervised Play    

No MP’s 
awarded;  no 
partner needed 

Tuesday 5 :00 -
7:00 pm 

Kathy Adelsheim kadelsheim@gmail.com 

Thursday 9:30 – 
11:30 am 

Deb Triolo ddtriolo@icloud.com 

Note: Unless otherwise indicated all games are played at the Santa Fe (Leonard Helman) Bridge Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for next Newsletter is COB December 28th, 2016.  
Send article suggestions and submissions to cfossumgraham@gmail.com. 
Next publication date is January 2nd , 2017. 

mailto:joebruno63@yahoo.com
mailto:jackcarolyn@earthlink.net
mailto:cfossumgraham@gmail.com

