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*LHBC = Leonard Helman Bridge Center, 3827 Thomas Road, Santa Fe NM  

 

The Newsletter 
ACBL Unit 383 of Santa Fe 

 
Volume 1: Number 6 March 2017 

Santa Fe 499er NLM Sectional on March 4th and 5th at LHBC* 
Check the Calendar Below for more information 

Supervised Play Every Tuesday Evening at 5:00 pm and 

Thursday Morning at 9:30 am in March (See Page 2) 

 Congratulations  
 

: 

 Gregory Geller 
 Carmen Tucker 

 George Inglehart 
 Candace Jacobson 
 Karen Nelson 

 Kay Matthews 

 Bruce Poster 

 Camille Ovitsky 

 James Ewert 
 Joan Kendrick 
 Donna Sirubi 

 Hilary Skolnik 

 Neil Hunter 
 
 

Saturday and 
Sunday 
March 4-5th 
9:00 am start 
time on both 
days 

Santa Fe NM 499er 
Sectional; 
Stratified Pairs on Saturday 
and Swiss Teams on Sunday 
Flyer for Santa Fe Sectional 

Saturday  
March 25th  
8:45 – 11:45 am 

One Session Workshop: 
“Beyond Stayman and 
Transfers” 
Instructor: Dennis Dawson 
(see page 4 for details) 

All Week 
March 27- April 2 

Las Vegas NABC Fundraiser 
Week 

CANCELED “Two Over One Game 
Forcing” Class scheduled to 
start March 8th 

POSTPONED Unit 383 Awards Game 
 

 
Monday and 
Thursdays 
April 3-27 
5:30 to 7:30 pm 

Modern Bridge 1; An 
Introduction 
Register online at SFCC 

Sunday 
April 23 
1:00 pm 

Mentor Game 
(See page 2 for details) 

Friday, Saturday. 
Sunday 
May 5-7th 

Santa Fe Sectional at 
Genoveva Chavez Center 
May Santa Fe Sectional 

Contributors to this month’s newsletter: Sally Sabo, Dennis Dawson, Joan Kendrick, Laurel Awishus, Kathy 

Adelsheim, Bob Walsh, James Ewert, Art McHaffie, & Don Hinsman.  THANK YOU! 

http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2017/03/1703022.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2017/05/1705018.pdf
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From Sally Sabo, President, Santa Fe (Leonard Helman) Bridge Center  
  

     I am happy to report that average monthly attendance at the bridge center, including 
lessons, has increased steadily over the last eight years. In 2016, monthly average attendance 
was 1,217.  That's up from 908 on 2009. It's wonderful to see all the new faces at the games.  Of 
course it helps that Dennis' lessons draw such large and enthusiastic participants.  If you've never 
taken advantage of his offerings, you might want to try one.  He is one of the best bridge teachers 
in the country and has taught all over the country. All of which is not to say that Kathy Adelsheim 
and Sue Gibbs are any slouches either.  Be sure to check out their offerings. 
 
Questions have come up lately regarding the convention card and when a player may refer to 
it.  Basically the laws forbid access to written memory aids during any phase of the game, and this 
includes your own card.  However, clubs have the flexibility to relax the rule for new players to 
assist them in learning.  But the card is not a crutch.  Newcomers may be given a pass, but others 
shouldn't peek at the card during the bidding and play.  This is paraphrased from the bridge laws, 
which can be accessed at ACBL.org. 
 
Most people are very polite in calling the director.  Good for them. "Director, please" always 
sounds so much better than "DI rec TOR."   It can be a traumatic experience for a new player if the 
call is made as if the offender has committed a major crime.  It's also helpful if the caller informs 
the offender (nicely) that s/he needs to call the director. 
 
Visitors are always impressed by the club itself and by the friendliness of the players.  Let's keep it 
up. 
 
Sally Sabo 
 

Unit 383 Updates: 
 The next meeting of the Unit 383 Board of Directors will be on Friday, March 24th at 10:00 

am at a place yet to be determined.  Contact a Board member if you plan to attend. 
 The next Mentor Game will be held on Sunday, April 23rd, at 1:00. We will follow the 

same format as the previous two Mentor Games:  a) mentees choose their mentors; b) 
the game will be divided into sections, beginner and intermediate; and c) east/west partners 
will move from table to table, just like in a regular duplicate game. So save the date and 
choose your mentor! 

 

SUPERVISED PLAY UPDATE  
Designed for newer players to practice their skills in a fun, safe setting. 

Twice a week: 
TH 9:30-11:30AM Deborah Triolo 

TUES 5-7PM Rotating cast of players. 
No partner needed. 

Still just $5. 
EXPERIENCED PLAYERS NEEDED TO HELP ON TUESDAYS. DROP BY TO SEE HOW IT 
WORKS OR CALL KATHY A. 474-6921. IF YOU COULD HELP OUT ONCE A QUARTER THAT 
WOULD BE GREAT 
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Intermediate/Newcomers* (I/N) Page 
Update from Laurel Awishus, the I/N Coordinator: 

 
Come to the Santa Fe 500 NLM Sectional on Saturday March 4th and Sunday March 5th.  It is your 
tournament. It is meant for the players of Monday Morning, Tuesday Afternoon, Friday Morning 
and Saturday Afternoon games. 
 
Come Saturday Morning at 9:00 am AND/OR Saturday Afternoon at 2:00 pm, play either game. 
Bring your partner, OR if you don’t have a partner, a partner is guaranteed for you. 
 
If you have a team of 4, come to the Sunday Team Game starting at 9:00 am. There is still time to 
get a team together; but you are responsible for having a four member team. 
 
Rich Martin and I are co-chairs of this Tournament. We and all our volunteers welcome you to Play 
Tournament Bridge with us. 
 
 
 
 

I/N Tip of the Month from Kathy Adelsheim 

Takeout Doubles 
 
Many books have been written on takeout doubles. A good one is by Audrey Grant “Improving Your 
Judgement-2, Doubles”. 
.  
When partner is in the direct seat and doubles for takeout, showing an opening hand, you need to 
bid to “take it out”. When you respond as advancer, you must pick the suit or NT and bid to the 
appropriate level. If you have a minimum hand (0-8) bid at the cheapest level. If you have a 
medium hand (9-11) make an invitational bid by jumping one level. If you have a maximum hand 
(12+) you get the partnership to game.  
 
There are many kinds of very useful takeout doubles. Do some reading, ask other players, and 
most of all discuss this with your partner(s)! 
 

*Intermediate/Newcomers (I/N) players is generally defined by ACBL as players with less than 500 masterpoints and 

includes a spectrum of playing skills from novice to intermediate/advanced. 
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NEW CLASS in March 
Responding to NT Openings 

Beyond Stayman and Transfers 

A Saturday Morning Workshop   
with Dennis Dawson   
 

Santa Fe Bridge Center 
March 25, 2017            
8:45 A.M. – 11:45 A.M.       
  

The Topic 
For the advancing player who wants to improve their game. Learn a modern comprehensive 

approach for responding to opening bids of 1NT and 2NT, regardless of the system you play. 
  

Almost everyone plays Stayman and Jacoby Transfers for the majors. But what about the other 
bids? 

Here’s what I suggest: 

 2♠ is a range ask or clubs  

 2NT is Puppet Stayman 

 3♣ is a transfer to diamonds 

 3♦ is 5-5 in the minors, game-forcing 

 3♥ is 3-1-4-5 or 3-1-5-4, game-forcing 

 3♠ is 1-3-4-5 or 1-3-5-4, game forcing  

 4♦ is a transfer to hearts 

 4♥ is a transfer to spades 

 Transfer Lebensohl after Interference (very important!) 
And what happens after Stayman? 

 If opener bids 2♦, is two of a major by responder invitational or to play? Is three of a minor 
by responder forcing? Can responder still maneuver to make opener the declarer if 
responder is 5-4 or 6-4 in the majors (the Smolen convention)?  

 If opener bids 2♥ or 2♠, can responder splinter? If he bids 4NT, is it quantitative or asking 
for key cards? Is there a way to do both? 

 What about Garbage Stayman? 
Learn how to think about which conventions to play so you can make the right choice for you! 

Notes are included.  
 

The Teacher 
 Dennis is a Grand Life Master of the ACBL, a National Champion, and a World Championship 
Bronze Medalist. He has won more than 15,000 master-points and over 250 regional events.  
 $30 per person. Email dennis@bridgevacations.com to reserve your spot. Money back 
guarantee if you aren’t satisfied after the first 30 minutes. Notes are included. You don’t need a 
partner. Half price for those who have taken this Workshop before. 
 

mailto:dennis@bridgevacations.com
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GAME DIRECTOR’S PAGE 
 

James’ Tuesday 299er Game 
Tuesday, March 28th will be another Swiss Team 
game.  Start assembling your team soon!  

 

Joe’s Wednesday Game 
No updates this month. 

 

Art’s Friday Morning 199er Game 

 
Don Hinsman’ recommendation: 
 
    If you have 199 Masterpoints or less, you 
really need to play in the Friday morning 
games.  The games are perfect for a small 
range of players when compared to the large 
range found in many of the other outstanding 
games played at the Club during the week.  The 
small range includes all new players and those 
who have started within the last few years.  You 
will play amongst that group of players and you 
will sometimes play against a pair a little better 
than your pair.  You need that.  And everyone 
loves the games and is willing to share their 
experience and knowledge, a formula for 
improvement and enjoyment. 
  
     Art McHaffie is the Director and starts off 
each session with a short lesson on a particular 
topic.  Last week, the lesson was the rule of 15, 
a little gem to put in your repertoire.  The lesson 
starts at 0900 and normally 18 boards start 
shortly thereafter.  You will be done by 
1200.  It's a great way to improve your play, 
meet new friends and increase your Masterpoint 
holdings.  Don't miss it. 

 

 

Bob’s Games 
March Games at Santa Fe Tennis & Swim Club’s 
Match Point Café (lunch available in café) 
  
Tuesdays (all games $10): 1:00 pm  Short advanced 
seminar, 1:30 pm  Game 
     Mar. 7:  Handicapped IMP pairs, Education Fund, 
62% Sectional Rating, standby partner available 
     Mar. 14:  No game (Kansas City NABC) 
     Mar. 21:  Handicapped IMP pairs, Grass Roots 
FUNd, 62% Sectional Rating, standby partner 
available 
     Mar. 28:  World Wide Simultaneous Pairs* Heat 1 
(matchpoints), ACBL awards at 82% Sectional 
Rating (NABC Promotional). 
  
Wednesdays (Mar. 1 and 8 free, then $10) 
    1:30:  Easybridge! Presentation 
    2:00 - 3:30 pm:  (Mar. 1) Supervised play 
    2:00 - 3:30 pm  (after Mar. 1) Newcomer game, < 
5 masterpoints, ACBL awards 
 
Special event Thur., Mar. 30, at home of Bob Walsh, 
$20, register by email 
to walshb@cybermesa.com by Sun., Mar. 26 
     5:30 pm:  Light supper 
     7:00 pm:  World Wide Simultaneous Pairs, Heat 
2, no ACBL awards, standby partner available 
 
*World Pairs are scored at matchpoints, with possible 
WBF points and qualification to Final in 
Beijing.  Commentary will be available on-line.  There will 
be eight heats, 2 per month.  Players may participate in as 
many heats as they like. 

Carolyn’s Saturday Game 

No Game on Saturday, March 4th.  Everyone come for the 499er Sectional. 
 

mailto:walshb@cybermesa.com
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Hand of the Month 
Hand of the Month 

Psyche Leads to Icing on the Cake 
 

None vulnerable    North 

   KQJ975 

   10843 

   43 

   10 
  West  East 

  108  A63 

  Q972  KJ 

  Q105  KJ9 

  AKQJ  87643 
   South 

   42 

   A65 

   A8762 

   952 
 
  West North East South 

   2♠ Pass 2NT! 

  Pass! 3♠ Pass Pass 

  Pass 
 

  Opening lead: ♠3 

  
 This hand has many interesting points.  
 
The Bidding 

 First, North wasn’t shy about opening 2♠ even with four hearts. The spades were so strong that he 

felt he could play there with little support from partner. The advantage of preempting far outweighed 
the risk of missing a heart fit. 
 East had an opening bid, but lacked either a good suit to overcall or the right shape to double for 
take-out, so he passed. 
  South bid 2NT, which normally shows at least a game-invitational hand, probably a minimum of 14 
or 15 points depending on the fit for the suit opened. South had about half of what he should have had.  
 Did he make the wrong bid? 
 No, he deliberately psyched, distorting the value of his hand. This is part of the game and is perfectly 
legal. This obviously runs the risk of fooling partner as well. But when partner has preempted, the risk 
is minimal as a preemptor will normally not bid again. 
 West took the bait and passed. More about that later. 

 North rebid 3♠ to show a minimum (with a maximum he would bid a suit in which he had a feature, 

usually an ace or king.) 
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The So-Called Defense 
 East made an unusual lead of a trump. Clearly leading from either red KJ was a shot in the dark, 
but a club is the normal lead. 

 Declarer won the ♠J and played back the ♠K. East won the ♠A and played his last spade. 

 Declarer won and ducked a diamond. 

 East won and shifted to a club. West took the ♣J and continued clubs. The chance to beat 3♠ had 

come and gone. 
 When you’re on defense it helps to figure out what declarer is trying to do, then do the opposite 
(assuming you trust declarer!) 
 Here declarer is trying to set up diamonds. West knows they are splitting. If declarer can regain the 

lead, he will play a diamond to the ace and ruff a diamond, establishing the suit while the ♥A is still an 

entry. The defense has to get the ♥A out of dummy! 

 Declarer did set up the diamonds and actually made 3♠ for +140, which was icing on the cake when 

the opponents were cold for 3NT! Even down 2 for -100 would have been a top as the opponents could 
make 130 in clubs if they didn’t get to 3NT. 
 
More on the Bidding 
 What went wrong for East West? 
 Had North passed, they would have an easy run to 3NT.  
  West North East South 

   Pass 1♣ Pass  

  1♥ Pass 1NT Pass 

  3NT 
 

 Even if North bid 1♠ or 2♠ over 1♥, it would be too late. East-West know they have the values for 

game. 

 Once North opened 2♠, what would happen if South passed like a normal human being? 

  West North East South 

   2♠ Pass Pass  

  ? 
 
 West should double for take-out. Now the spotlight shifts to East. He has much too good a hand to 

bid just 3♣. He needs to bid 3NT. This is a much more likely game than 5♣. 3NT makes easily by 

holding up the ♠A as North has no entries. 

 Now let’s consider what West should do when South psyches 2NT.  
  West North East South 
   2♠ Pass 2NT!  
  ? 
 
 He should still double! This is a take-out double of spades, the only suit that has been bid. 
Once again East should take a shot at 3NT. He has to trust his partner, not the opponents. 
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2016 Unit 383 Annual Awards 

Race for:  Ace of Clubs Mini-McKenney 
 
 
 
 
RANK Beginning of Year 
By Masterpoints  

Ace of Clubs race is based 

upon points won at a local 

sanctioned club. 

Mini-McKenney includes all 

masterpoints won at ACBL 

sanctioned tournaments and 

clubs but not online points 

Rookie (Fewer than 5)    

Junior Master (5-20) Patty Stevens Patty Stevens 

Club Master (20-50) Robert Hilgendorf Robert Hilgendorf 

Sectional Master (50-100) Richard Rosenthal  

Regional Master (100-200)   

200-300   

300-500   Stan Weinstein 

500-1000  Marilyn Whitehurst 

1000-1500  William Rogers 

1500-2500  Joan Vernick 

2500-3500  James Joy 

3500-5000  Mary Dougherty 

5000-7500  Kay Enfield 

7500-10,000    

Over 10,000 Dennis Dawson William Harker 

Winners in their Online Category:  

 Richard McCombs, Jerry Ruther, Hilary Skolnik, Harold Paul, Ronald Leight, Katherine Pesch, 
Bruce Squires, David Ferg, Gregory Geller 

Top Winner in Sectional Points:  James Joy 

Betty Crane Top 500: #169 Kay Enfield, #191 William Harker 

ACBL Top 500: #301 Dennis Dawson Grand LM, #418 William Harker 

 

Top Santa Fe Winners in NM STaC Week February 20th-27th, 2017 

 
Ken Hirshon and Harold Paul were second overall in the Monday Afternoon Open Pairs. 
Diane Madrid and Kay Matthews were first in the Tuesday afternoon 299er Pairs. 
Dennis Dawson and Richard McCombs were second overall in the Wednesday afternoon Open 
Pairs. Ralph Pattelena and Barbara Pattelena were first in their stratum. 
George Inglehart and Marcia Berridge were first in the Friday Morning 199er Pairs. Mitch Krieger 
and Gregory Flanagan were second. 
Sandy Lemon and Gene Covington were first in the Saturday Morning 499er Pairs. Bob Hilgendorf 
and Richard Rosenthal were second. 
Sunday Afternoon Swiss Team Winners were the team of Art McHaffie, Joy McHaffie, Charles 
Wilkins and Mitch Krieger as well as the team of Ronald Leight, Ivy Leight, Craig Meyer and Jo-
Anne Skinner. 
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ACBL Unit 383 Regularly Scheduled Games 
TYPE DAY TIME DIRECTOR Email 
Open Pairs:     

Santa Fe Tennis and 
Swim Club 

Tuesday  1:30 pm Bob Walsh walshb@cybermesa.com 

 Wednesday 7:00 pm Ken Harris ken@santafewebdesign.com 

Open Pairs, Handicapped:    

 Monday 1:00 pm Jim Joy  
Richard Leonardon 

Dr.jjoy@earthlink.com 
richard38@q.com 

 Wednesday 1:00 pm Joe Bruno joebruno63@yahoo.com 

 Thursday 1:00 pm Carolyn Anderson 
Frank Moran 

jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 
helenandfrank@aol.com 

 Friday  1:00 pm James Ewert ewert.james@gmail.com 

Limited Games    

Mini-Lesson followed by 
0-20 MP’s Game 

Monday 
Monday 

9:00 am 
9:30 am 

James Ewert 
Carolyn Anderson 

ewert.james@gmail.com 
jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 

NLM less than 300 MP’s Tuesday 12:30 pm James Ewert ewert.james@gmail.com 

NLM less than 200 MP’s Friday 9:00 am Art McHaffie ermchaffie@msn.com 

NLM less than 500 MP’s Saturday 12:30 pm Carolyn Anderson jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 

Supervised Play    

No MP’s awarded;  no 
partner needed 

Tuesday 5 :00 -
7:00 pm 

Kathy Adelsheim kadelsheim@gmail.com 

Thursday 9:30 – 
11:30 am 

Deb Triolo ddtriolo@icloud.com 

Note: Unless otherwise indicated all games are played at the Santa Fe (Leonard Helman) Bridge Center 

  
From Charles M. Schulz’s, “It’s Only a Game” 

Deadline for next Newsletter is COB March 31st, 2017.  
Send article suggestions and submissions to cfossumgraham@gmail.com. 
Next publication date is April 1st, 2017. 

mailto:joebruno63@yahoo.com
mailto:cfossumgraham@gmail.com

