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*LHBC = Leonard Helman Bridge Center, 3827 Thomas Road, Santa Fe NM  

 

The Newsletter 
ACBL Unit 383 of Santa Fe 

 
Volume 1: Number 8 May 2017 

Annual Santa Fe Sectional, May 5th-7th at GCCC 

Check this Flyer for Details May Santa Fe Sectional 
No games at LHBC* on Friday/Saturday May 5th and 6th, 2017 

  WELCOME  
New members of ACBL and Unit 383 in April:  

 Sandra Seehaver 

Recent transfers into Unit 383 are: 

 Jane Gaillard 

 Edward Hymson 

 Patricia Hymson 

 

 

  
: 

 Ted Hazard 

 Margarita Auld 

 James Werbel 

 Greg Flanagan 

 Diane Madrid 

 

 is Grass Roots FUNd Month. All ACBL 

sanctioned games during the month may be 

designated by the Club Director as special games to 

fund our NAP (North American Pairs) and GNT 

(Grand National Team) participants. 

Mondays  for 4 
weeks 
May 1-22 
5:00 -7:00 pm 

Supervised Play Class 

Instructor: Dennis Dawson 
Fee: $7 per session 

Friday, Saturday. 
Sunday 
May 5-7th 

Santa Fe Sectional at 
Genoveva Chavez Center 
May Santa Fe Sectional 

Monday through 
Sunday 
May 8-14th 
All Qualified 
Games 

STaC Week 

Tuesdays for 6 
weeks 
May 9th – June 
20th (no class 
May 23rd) 
9:30 -11:30 am 

Modern Bridge 3: The 
Fundamentals of Declarer 
Play 
Instructor: Dennis Dawson 
Fee: $119 
(see Page 4) 

 
Saturday for 3 
weeks 
June 17, 24 & 
July 1 
9:30 - 11:30 am 

Planning the Play of Hand II 
Instructor: Jim Joy 
Fee: $40 
(see Page 5) 

June 9-11 Albuquerque Spring 
Sectional 

Contributors to this month’s newsletter: Sally Sabo, Jim Joy, Dennis Dawson, Kathy Adelsheim, Joe Bruno, Art 

McHaffie. THANK YOU! 

 

April Membership Statistics 

Total Unit 383 Membership = 256 

Life Masters = 80 (31%) 

Non-Life Masters = 176 (69%) 

 

http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2017/05/1705018.pdf
http://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2017/05/1705018.pdf
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From Sally Sabo, President, Santa Fe (Leonard Helman) Bridge Center  
  

       

Our Annual Meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 17 at 1:00 before the game that day.  We 
are blessed with great talent among our members, as the three nominees, Chuck Case, Bob 
Hilgendorf and Rick Rosenthal, demonstrate.  The club is very fortunate that they are willing to 
serve on the board of the Leonard Helman Bridge Center. 
 
The last-of-the-month Friday team game, run by James Ewert, drew 12 teams, a good turnout.  
We are pleased that some of our newer players are willing to give it a try. The results from the 
game last Friday show that doing well is possible even with few points. 
 
As you know the month of April was devoted to charity games.  Half the extra dollar goes to a local 
charity, the other half to the ACBL charity fund. The Board chose the Food Depot as our recipient.  
The total amounted to $210. Thanks to all who contributed to a very worthy cause. 
 
Sally Sabo 
 

 

From Jim Joy, President, ACBL Unit 383 

$7, $8 or $9?????  
 
Why are there different fees for some of the games played at the Bridge Center? The primary 
reason is that ACBL has a number of possible special games that allow for more masterpoints to 
be awarded … but these special games also have higher table fees that must be paid to ACBL. 
But before continuing, I should put the ACBL table fees into context. These are a minor part of the 
costs that our entry fees must cover. The main elements are: ongoing costs of the Bridge Center, 
mortgage payments for our building, and director’s fees.  
 

Let’s start with the basic club game*. The winner of a Mitchell game gets an award of .1 times the 

number of pairs each direction. If this is an 8 table game, both the N-S and the E-W winners get .8 
masterpoints. 2nd place gets 70% of first place; 3rd gets 50% and 4th gets 35%. 40% of the field 
gets an award. If there were 12 tables, for instance, there would also be a 5th place award (12 x 
40% = 4.8 or, rounding off, 5 places are given points). The maximum award is 1.5 masterpoints. 
ACBL charges $1 per table as its fee for basic club games. Once a quarter each “club” can hold a 
club championship (Monday afternoon gets a club championship as does Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday morning and afternoon). These games get higher awards (63.6% of the sectional 
award) but the ACBL table fee is still $1 per table. For instance an 8 table game, instead of giving 
the winners of each direction .8, the award would be 2.63 for first overall, 1.97 for 2nd, 1.48 for 3rd 
and 1.11 for 4th. For these basic club games and the club championships, the Bridge Center 
charges an entry fee of $7 per person. Unit Championships also pay the same masterpoints as a 
Club Championship but the ACBL table fee is $2.25. The entry fee for those games is $8.  
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In January, we had Junior Fund games; in April, Charity games and in May there will be Grass 
Roots FUND games. All of these games award masterpoints based on 63.6% of the sectional rate. 
On April 21, first overall was worth 3.06 and, if you won your direction but did not do that well 
overall, it paid 1.54. Since there were 11 tables, these awards are quite a bit higher than the 
regular club game award of 1.1 for the winners of each direction. On April 19 the overall award 
was 3.21 while April 17 (with fewer tables) had an overall award of 2.63. All of these games have 
an ACBL table fee of $5 and the entry fee we charge at our club is $8. The higher price also 
covers the charitable donations that are made.  
 
The last category to examine is STaC games (Sectional Tournaments at Clubs). The ACBL table 
fee is $6.25 and the club entry fee for these games is $9. These games also award more points 
but are different from the charity games. There is NO overall award at the club level. On February 
20, with 12 tables, the award for the N-S and E-W winners was 2.06 (as opposed to 1.2 for a 
regular club game). On February 22, with 16 tables, it was 2.44 and on February 23, 15 tables, it 
was 2.34. But the nice thing about STaCs is that you are eligible for overall awards in the entire 
region. First of all, STaCs are stratified: in an Open game the C strat is up to 750 points; B up to 
2000; and A over that. Your percentage is reported to the STaC director and then you are 
compared with the percentages that other pairs in your strat get. For instance, if you are a C strat 
and have a 68% game, you have a very good chance of being 1st, 2nd or 3rd in C. Last year, in 
the Western Conference, the STaC games had around 500 tables. If you had a 72% or 73% 
game, you might very well have been first in A. And that would have given you about 25 
masterpoints instead of the 2.34 that you got locally. 
------------------------------------ 

*Editor’s Note:  As of May 1, 2017 the ACBL Website (Unit 383 Clubs) lists seven clubs under the 

jurisdiction of Unit 383.  Santa Fe Games is the Club that hosts the games on Monday, Thursday, Friday 
afternoon and Friday morning. Carolyn’s Games is the Club that hosts the games on Monday morning and 
Saturday afternoon. Go to the link above for a complete list of Clubs. 
 
 

Have you noticed how clean and shiny our 

Bidding Boxes are now? 

 

A big shout out to Ellen Walton who almost 

single handedly cleaned 190 boxes and wiped 

each card (8930 of them). Each of us can help 

keep them clean by not having sticky fingers 

when we play. Enjoy!  

https://web3.acbl.org/findalist/club?country=US&state=NM&city=&zip=&district=&unit=383&name=&type=
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NEW CLASSES in May 

Modern Bridge 3 

The Fundamentals of Declarer Play 

 

6 Tuesday Morning Classes  

with Dennis Dawson 
 

Santa Fe Bridge Center 
9:30 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. 
Starts May 9 (No class May 23) 
 

The Classes 

 Dramatically improve your results by learning the fundamentals of how to play a bridge hand. 
This course is designed for those who have taken Modern Bridge 1 and Modern Bridge 2.  
 Learn: 

 when to count winners and when to count losers 

 how to take tricks with your low cards 

 which card to lead for a finesse 

 hold-up plays 

 the danger hand 

 establishing a long suit 

 the long hand-short hand principle 
 Only by knowing the fundamentals stone-cold can you hope to navigate difficult hands. 
 Once you learn the process, you gain not only in skill but in confidence as well. 
 Practice each week with 4 deals designed to illustrate that week’s topic. 
 
$119 per person for all six classes payable at the first class. Money back guarantee if you aren’t 
satisfied after the first class. Notes are included. You don’t need a partner. Eddie Kantar’s 
Introduction to Declarer’s Play is the text. It is highly recommended and is available from 
Masterpoint Press, Baron Barclay Bridge Supply and perhaps from Amazon. 
 

The Teacher 

Dennis is a Grand Life Master of the ACBL, a National Champion, and a World Championship 
Bronze Medalist. He has won more than 15,000 masterpoints and over 250 regional events. Please 
reserve your spot! Email dennis@bridgevacations.com 
 

mailto:dennis@bridgevacations.com
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Monday Night Supervised Play: 4 Classes 

Santa Fe Bridge Center 

5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. 
May 1, 8, 15, 22 

$7 per person. You don’t need a partner or a reservation. Contact Dennis Dawson 
at dennis@bridgevacations.com with any questions. 

Coming in June 

Planning the Play of the Hand II 
By Jim Joy 

 
This class will be on three successive Saturdays from 9:30-11:30: June 17 & 24 and July 1. Each class will 
feature about twenty hands. You will know the bidding and the opening lead and be asked to come up with 
a line of play. Then I will explain what the best line is … and why. This class will not be a repeat of my 
November class; there will be different hands each week. I will cover a number of plays that frequently 
come up: basic odds, dummy’s trumps are for ruffing, setting up long suits, trump control, safety plays, 
keeping the dangerous opponent off lead, cross ruffing and dummy reversals, simple squeezes, setting up 
a quick pitch, end plays, learning from the lead and bidding.  
 
The class will further what was covered last November in Planning the Play of the Hand but I also welcome 
newcomers. Class is designed for experienced intermediate/advanced players. The cost is $40 for all three 
sessions or $15 for individual sessions if you cannot make all three. 

 

CLUB/GAME DIRECTOR’S UPDATE 
 

Joe’s Wednesday Game & Santa Fe Games on Monday, Thursday, Friday 
Since May is Grass Roots Fund Month, all of the Monday, Thursday, and Friday Games will be $8 Grass 
Roots Fund Games except for the games during the week of May 8-14 which will be $9 STaC Games 
 
For Joe’s Wednesday afternoon game, the games on May 3, 17, 24, and 31 will be $8 Grass Roots Fund 
Games.  The game on May 10 will be a $9 STaC game. 
 

 

Art’s Friday Morning 199er Game 
 

May 5 - Santa Fe Sectional at GCCC 
May 12 - Suit Preference Discards 
May 19 - Ogust Convention over Weak Two 
Bids 
May 26 – Avoiding the Dangerous Opponent: 
Guest Director is Carolyn 
 

 

Bob’s Games 
 

Our Easybridge! Series continues on 
Wednesdays at the Santa Fe Tennis & Swim 
Club. 

1:30 pm:  Presentation on bidding or play 
1:45 pm: Up to 2 hours of play (0-5 MPs) 

 

Carolyn’s Saturday Game 
See Calendar on Page 1 for special events and games this month. 

 

mailto:dennis@bridgevacations.com
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Hand of the Month 
Hand of the Month 

Bridge in the Real World 
By Dennis Dawson 
  North 
  ♠A32 
  ♥KQJ2 
  ♦Q1065 
  ♣64 
 West  East 
 ♠9765  ♠KJ108 
 ♥643  ♥75 
 ♦A  ♦K872 
 ♣J10987  ♣AQ6 
  South 
  ♠Q4 
  ♥A1098 
  ♦J943 
  ♣K52 
 
 West North East  South 
   1♦  double! 1♥ 
 Pass!! 2NT!!! Pass  3NT 
 Pass 4♥  Pass  Pass 
 Pass 
 

 Opening Lead: ♠6 

 
 This auction would probably never be duplicated no matter how many times the hand was played, even on 
Steve Kemic’s home planet. But that’s the way it happened right here in the City Different. 
 East does not have a take-out double of 1♦ because he only has two hearts. Take-out doubles show at least 
three-card support for all the unbid suits, particularly the majors. He should just pass. Many bids in bridge 
show both strength and distribution. Be sure you have both! 
 If East does double, West has a clear-cut 1♠ bid, and in fact should compete to 2♠ if the opponents bid 2♥. 
West should pick spades over clubs, even with more clubs, as the double emphasizes the majors. The 1♠ bid 
shows about 5 to 8 points. With more you would jump to 2♠ immediately. (But maybe West had seen East’s 
take-out doubles before!) 
 North forgot he had opened the bidding, and thought he was making a Jacoby 2NT response to partner’s 
opening bid, showing a heart raise. 
  
Here’s how the auction should go: 
 West North East  South 
   1♦  Pass  1♥ 
 Pass 2♥  Double        Pass   

  2♠ ?? 

 Just because East passed the first time doesn’t mean he can’t double 2♥ for take-out. East-West can make 

2♠. North-South will probably take the push to 3♥ despite having only eight trump. They will be reluctant to let 

East-West play 2♠ in their eight-card fit. 
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I/N* Tip of the Month from Kathy Adelsheim 

Responding When Opponents Interfere Over 1 NT Opener 
 

When responding to partner’s 1 NT opening bid, when are systems on over interference? Naturally you may 
have a specific agreement with your partner but if you do not, a good guideline is:  
 
Systems on over Double or 2 Clubs; otherwise bids are natural. With this agreement, just bid naturally over 
a double and if you were planning to respond with Stayman (2 clubs) you can double.  
 
I’ve know some people use doubles as a “stolen bid”. This only works if your partner knows exactly what you 
are doing. Think about what works for you and be sure to talk to your partner about it. 

 
*Intermediate/Newcomers (I/N) players is generally defined by ACBL as players with less than 500 masterpoints and includes a 
spectrum of playing skills from novice to intermediate/advanced 

 

Modern Bridge III will now be divided into 3 separate classes: Declarer Play, Defense, and Competitive 
Bidding.  The first of these, Declarer Play, is being taught by Dennis Dawson this May/ June.  The others will 
follow later this Summer and Fall. 
 
For the first 4 Mondays in May we will have Supervised Play from 5-7 PM as well as on 
Thursday mornings.  Remember starting this month Supervised Play is $7. 

 
The position of Newcomer Coordinator is open.  Please contact Kathy Adelsheim if you might be 
interested.  The job is to facilitate communications with newer players, answer questions and help them get 
comfortable at our club. 

  

     When the smoke cleared on the actual auction, declarer was in 4♥ and West led the ♠6. Declarer’s prospects 
were bleak at best. There were two diamond losers, a spade loser, and at least one club, more if West had the 
♣A. 
 The lead provided a ray of hope. Had West led away from the ♠K?  
 That ray was squashed when declarer played low from dummy and East won the ♠K and returned a spade.  
 Declarer drew trump ending in dummy, and was surprised to find East with only two, given his double. 
 Declarer now needed a miracle, and one was forthcoming when he led the ♦Q from dummy and East played 
the ♦K. Great was the fall thereon when West had to play his singleton ace. 

 Now the ♣A on-side let declarer score his “impossible” game.  

 What lessons can be learned from the play? 
 First and foremost, don’t ever give up! Try to think of a possible distribution of the opponent’s cards that 
might give you a chance, and then play for it. Here declarer needed West to have a singleton ace or king of 
diamonds, and for East to play his high honor on the same trick. By leading the ♦Q, declarer gave East a chance 
to make a mistake. 
 Only cover an honor if it might promote a card in your hand or partner’s hand into a winner. What did 
East hope to promote? 
 The only possibility is the ♦J. That means the declarer has played the suit in a very strange way, leading the 
♦Q from ♦Q1065 opposite ♦A94. 
 Furthermore, covering with the king would be wrong if declarer had ♦AJ9, as it gives him four tricks, not 
three. Your king will win the fourth round of the suit if you don’t cover. 
 Bridge is a game of mistakes. You win not by playing brilliantly, but by making fewer mistakes than your 
opponents. It is absolutely crucial to know the basics stone-cold. 
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ACBL Unit 383 Regularly Scheduled Games 
TYPE DAY TIME DIRECTOR Email 
Open Pairs:     

Santa Fe Tennis and 
Swim Club 

Tuesday  1:30 pm Bob Walsh walshb@cybermesa.com 

 Wednesday 7:00 pm Ken Harris ken@santafewebdesign.com 

Open Pairs, Handicapped:    

 Monday 1:00 pm Jim Joy  
Richard Leonardon 

Dr.jjoy@earthlink.com 
richard38@q.com 

 Wednesday 1:00 pm Joe Bruno joebruno63@yahoo.com 

 Thursday 1:00 pm Carolyn Anderson 
Frank Moran 

jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 
helenandfrank@aol.com 

 Friday  1:00 pm James Ewert ewert.james@gmail.com 

Limited Games    

Mini-Lesson followed by 
0-20 MP’s Game 

Monday 
Monday 

9:00 am 
9:30 am 

James Ewert 
Carolyn Anderson 

ewert.james@gmail.com 
jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 

NLM less than 300 MP’s Tuesday 12:30 pm James Ewert ewert.james@gmail.com 

NLM less than 200 MP’s Friday 9:00 am Art McHaffie ermchaffie@msn.com 

NLM less than 500 MP’s Saturday 12:30 pm Carolyn Anderson jackcarolyn@earthlink.net 

Supervised Play    

No MP’s awarded;  no 
partner needed 

Thursday 9:30 – 
11:30 am 

Su Gibbs su.susangibbs@gmail.com 

Note: Unless otherwise indicated all games are played at the Santa Fe (Leonard Helman) Bridge Center 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Deadline for next Newsletter is COB May 31st, 2017.  
Send article suggestions and submissions to cfossumgraham@gmail.com. 
Next publication date is June 1st, 2017. 

mailto:joebruno63@yahoo.com
mailto:cfossumgraham@gmail.com

